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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Commission on Judicial Nomination Releases List of Seven Nominees In 
Connection With Upcoming Vacancy  

 
Under New York’s Constitution, the Commission on Judicial Nomination is 

charged with evaluating, and then recommending to the Governor, candidates to fill 
vacancies on the State’s highest court, the New York Court of Appeals.  The 
Commission vigorously seeks out, carefully evaluates, and then nominates to the 
Governor well qualified candidates from the extraordinary, diverse community of 
lawyers who have been admitted to practice in New York State for at least 10 years. 
 

In connection with the upcoming vacancy on the Court created by the 
mandatory age retirement of Associate Judge Robert S. Smith, as of December 31, 2014, 
the Commission today has released its Report to the Governor.  The Report contains 
the names of seven candidates who in the Commission’s collective judgment are well 
qualified, by virtue of their character, temperament, professional aptitude, experience, 
qualifications and fitness for office, to fulfill the duties of that high office. 
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The Commission’s Report follows months of outreach efforts that were conducted 
through public announcements, individual solicitations of applications and an informational 
meeting held by the Commission in New York City.  These efforts resulted in the receipt of 
53 applications.  The applicant pool was also diverse.  Of those 53 applicants, approximately 
34% were women, and 24% of diverse backgrounds.  The Commission ultimately 
interviewed 22 candidates, of whom 10 (45%) were female, and 4 (18%) were ethnic 
minorities. 
 
  Judge Judith S. Kaye, Chair of the Commission, stated, “I am gratified by the 
extraordinary quality and diverse backgrounds of our applicants. That so many exceptional 
candidates were motivated to apply demonstrates the remarkable strength and depth of the 
legal profession in the State of New York.” 

 
The Commission’s seven nominees to the Governor are, in alphabetical order: 
 
 Kathy H. Chin, Esq., attorney in private practice (Cadwalader, 

Wickersham & Taft LLP); 
 Hon. Eugene M. Fahey, Associate Justice, Appellate Division, 

Fourth Department; 
 Hector Gonzalez, attorney in private practice (Dechert LLP);  
 Hon. Erin M. Peradotto, Associate Justice, Appellate Division, Fourth 

Department;  
 Mary Kay Vyskocil, Esq., attorney in private practice (Simpson 

Thatcher & Bartlett LLP);  
 Rowan D. Wilson, Esq., attorney in private practice (Cravath, Swaine 

& Moore, LLP) 
 Stephen P. Younger, Esq., attorney in private practice (Patterson 

Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP) 
 

Pursuant to Judiciary Law § 68(1)(a), the Governor is to make his appointment from 
among these seven nominees between January 1 and 15, 2015.  The State Senate has thirty 
days after receipt of the Governor’s nomination to confirm or reject the appointment. 


















